Sacrococcygeal teratomas: the UK Children's Cancer Study Group's experience. I. Neonatal.
The aim of this study was to review the United Kingdom Children's Cancer Study Group (UKCCSG) experience of sacrococcygeal teratomas (SCT) including histological presentation, response to surgery and chemotherapy, and long term effects of the tumour and treatment. This paper presents the results for those children diagnosed during the neonatal period. Children aged up to 4 weeks with biopsy proven localised or metastatic sacrococcygeal germ cell tumours were eligible. From 1st January 1989 to 31st December 1997 (9 years), 15 UKCCSG centres registered 51 neonates with SCT into GC 8901. Surgery alone was performed in all and the prognosis was good - except for 1 baby who died from massive haemorrhage at the initial operation and 1 who died from the complications of prematurity. Seven of the 51 children (14%) who had teratomas in the neonatal period (5 mature, two immature) had yolk sac tumour (YST) recurrence at: 4, 12, 15, 20, 20, 28 and 32 months of age. These children received chemotherapy in the form of etoposide/bleomycin/carboplatin (JEB) and are alive and well at review. These results emphasise the need for oncological follow-up of SCT and the good response to JEB chemotherapy of malignant teratomas and YST.